
Make college list Work with your advisor/counselor to identify and apply 

to at least one financially safer school – a college that  

you’re likely to be accepted to and able to afford.

Create FSA ID Username and password that all students and their 

parent(s) must create to start the FAFSA.

•  Watch How to Create a Username & Password (FSA ID)

•  Create an FSA ID at studentaid.gov

Submit FAFSA Available December 2023, the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) is required by all colleges, universities, 

and technical programs for students to apply for financial aid.

•  Watch FAFSA Overview

•  Collect information needed using the FAFSA Checklist

•  Fill out and submit your FAFSA at fafsa.gov

Submit CSS 
Profile

Required by some private colleges for students to apply 

for financial aid directly from the college.

•  Visit cssprofile.collegeboard.org to see if your college(s)

require the CSS Profile and to submit the application

•  Collect information needed using the CSS Profile Checklist

Financial Aid
Follow these steps in your senior year of high 
school to apply for financial aid. Deadlines vary  
by state and college so complete the steps when 
you can, even if it’s passed the suggested timing.

Prepare

Apply

S E P T E M B E R

O C TO B E R - D E C E M B E R



Scan or go to  
uaspire.org/Checklist 
to view checklist online 


